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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

My a im  in  th is  book let  is  to t ra ce th e gen era l th em e of 

t ith in g a n d  givin g a s  fou n d  in  th e Bib le s o th a t  we ca n  

clea r ly s ee: 
 

... Wh y Ch r is t ia n s  a re to t ith e week  by week  to th e loca l 

ch u rch  God  h a s  p la ced  th em  in .  
 

... Wh y God  s ees  ou r  t ith in g a n d  givin g n ot  ju s t  in  

m a ter ia l term s , bu t  a s  a n  expres s ion  of ou r  love a n d  

com m itm en t  to Him . 

 

DEFINITION OF TITHING 
 

Givin g on e ten th  of on e‟s  in com e a n d  m a ter ia l goods  to 

God .  Tith in g is  a  clea r  a n d  u n m is ta ka b le tea ch in g fou n d  

th rou gh ou t  th e Bib le a n d  s h ou ld  be em bra ced  by a ll of 

God‟s  peop le ir res pect ive of th eir  in com e level or  m a ter ia l 

p ros per ity. 
 

Tith in g recogn is es  th a t  on e‟s  fin a n cia l ob liga t ion  to God  

s h ou ld  be m et  before a n y oth er  a ccou n t  is  pa id .  It  is  

in t im a tely con n ected  to ou r  pers on a l rela t ion s h ip  with  

J es u s  Ch r is t .  Th erefore it  is  a  p ra ct ice th a t  m u s t  flow 

ou t  of ou r  love for  J es u s  a n d  beca u s e we a re His  

d is cip les . 
 

Tru e t ith ers  p la ce God  a t  th e h ea d  of th eir  cred itors , a n d  

week  by week  a s  th e Lord  p ros pers  th em , th ey b r in g 

th eir  t ith es  a n d  offer in gs  to God .  If J es u s  Ch r is t  is  t ru ly 

ou r  Lord  a n d  Ma s ter , th en  ou r  pers on a l fin a n ces  a n d  a ll 

ou r  m a ter ia l pos s es s ion s  n eed  to com e u n der  His  

con trol.  

 

 

 

ALL THINGS BELONG TO GOD 
 

Peop le wh o t ith e give a  prac t ic al and e ffe c t ive  wit ne s s  

to th e Bib lica l revela t ion  th a t  th ey a re on ly  s t e wards  of 

th e good t h ings  God  h a s  p la ced  on  th is  ea r th .  

Th e wor ld ‟s  wea lth  rea lly does  be lon g to God  - a n d  n ot  to 

u s . 
 

•  Deu teron om y 10 :14  - „To the Lord  y our God  belong the 
heavens , even  the h ighes t heaven , the earth  and  
every th ing in  it.‟ 

 

•  Ps a lm  24 :1  - „The earth  is  the Lord ‟s  and  every th ing in  
it, the w orld , and  a ll w ho live in  it.‟ 

 

•  Ps a lm  50 :10  - „For every  an im al of the fores t is  m ine, 
and  the ca ttle  on  a  thous and  h ills .‟ 

 

•  Ha gga i 2 :8  - „The s ilver is  m ine and  the gold  is  m ine, 
d eclares  the Lord  a lm igh ty .‟ 

 

•  Acts  17 :24  - „God  m ad e the w orld  and  every th ing in  it.‟ 

 

If we believe th a t  th e Bib le is  God‟s  Word , th en  it  is  n ot  

correct  to s a y th a t  we  own  th in gs  or  th a t  th e St at e  own s  

th in gs . It  is  God  wh o own s  a ll th in gs  a n d  He p la ces  a  

s olem n  ob liga t ion  u pon  u s  a n d  th e Sta te to r igh t ly u s e 

th e p rovis ion s  He h a s  s et  before u s .   

 

•  Gen es is  1 :27 -30  - „S o God  crea ted  m an  in  h is  ow n  
im age, in  the im age of God  he crea ted  h im ; m ale and  
fem ale he crea ted  them .  God  bles s ed  them  and  s a id  to 
them , “Be fru itfu l and  increas e in  num ber; fill the earth  
and  s ubd ue it.  Ru le over the fis h  of the s ea  and  the 
bird s  of the a ir and  over every  living crea ture tha t 
m oves  on  the ground .”   



 Then  God  s a id , “I give y ou  every  s eed -bearing plan t on  
the face of the w hole earth  and  every  tree tha t has  
fru it w ith  s eed  in  it.  They  w ill be y ours  for food .  And  
to a ll the  beas ts  of the earth  and  a ll the bird s  of the a ir 
and  a ll the crea tures  tha t m ove on  the ground  - 
every th ing tha t has  the brea th  of life  in  it - I give every  
green  plan t for food .”  And  it w as  s o.‟ 

 

God  h a s  ch os en  to c om m it  His  goods  in to our 

pos s e s s ion  a n d  to allow us  to retu rn  s u ch  por t ion  to 

Him  a s  He com m a n ds . It  is  m y con vict ion  th a t  th e 

s m alle s t  proport ion  we ca n  legit im a tely give ba ck  to 

God   is  a t e n t h .   

 

However , wh a tever  we give, it  rem a in s  t ru e th a t  we a re 

retu rn in g to God  on ly wh a t  is  alre ady  His .  We ca n  

cla im  no  final owne rs h ip  of a n yth in g.  It  is  a ll God‟s  

a n d  He h a s  en tru s ted  u s  to ca re for  His  ph ys ica l 

crea t ion . 

 

•  Gen es is  2 :15  - „The Lord  God  took  the m an  and  pu t 
h im  in  the Gard en  of Ed en  to w ork  it and  tak e care of 
it.‟ 

 

GOD GIVES US THE ABILITY TO PRODUCE 

WEALTH 
 

Th e Scr ip tu res  tell u s  th a t  God  is  th e on e wh o r ich ly 

p rovides  u s  with  everyth in g for  ou r  en joym en t  (1  

Tim oth y 6 :17)  a n d  wh o deligh ts  in  ou r  con t in u a l well-

bein g (Ps a lm  35 :27 ;  3  J oh n  2 ).  

 

•  Deu teron om y 8 :17 -18  - „You  m ay  s ay  to y ours elf, “m y  
pow er and  the s trength  of m y  hand s  have prod uced  
th is  w ea lth  for m e”.  Bu t rem em ber the Lord  y our God , 

for it is  He w ho gives  y ou  the ability  to prod uce 
w ea lth .‟ 

 

•  Proverbs  10 :22  - „The bles s ing of the Lord  brings  
w ea lth .‟ 

 

•  Eccles ia s tes  5 :19  - „God  gives  m an  w ea lth  and  
pos s es s ions  and  enables  h im  to en joy  them .‟ 

 

 

•  1  Ch ron icles  29 :12 -14  - „W ealth  and  honour com e 
from  y ou; y ou  are the ru ler of a ll th ings .  In  y our hand s  
are s trength  and  pow er to exa lt and  give s trength  to 
a ll.  ... Bu t w ho am  I, and  w ho are m y  people, tha t w e 
s hou ld  be able to give as  generous ly  as  th is ?  
Every th ing com es  from  y ou , and  w e have given  y ou  
on ly  w ha t com es  from  y our hand .‟ 

 

•  Acts  17 :25b  - „He h im s elf gives  a ll m en  life  and  brea th  
and  every th ing els e.‟ 

 

Th e p roces s  of phot os ynt he s is , wh ereby a  life-

s u s ta in in g en viron m en t  is  p rodu ced  with  ‘ligh t  e ne rgy’, 

is  God‟s  perpetu a l gift  to ou r  wor ld .  

 

God  h a s  des ign ed  th e s u n ‟s  ligh t  to rea ct  with  wa ter  a n d  

ca rbon  d ioxide in  green  p la n ts  to p rodu ce en ergy-r ich  

com pou n ds  - s ta rch es  (th e bu ild in g b locks  of food) a n d  

oxygen , wh ich  a re th e m ea n s  by wh ich  a n im a ls  

(in clu d in g h u m a n s ) ca n  live.  

 

Th e En cycloped ia  Br it ta n ica  3  (P 366  Volu m e 14) s a ys  

„With ou t  ph otos yn th es is , th e ea r th ‟s  a tm os ph ere wou ld  

be devoid  of oxygen  ... If p la n t  ph otos yn th es is  were to 

s top , m os t  livin g th in gs  wou ld  d is a ppea r  from  th e ea r th  

in  a  few yea rs ‟.  



 

Wh ere does   our s t re ngt h  com e from  to e arn  a living?   

Wh os e fre e  air,   fre e  wat e r,  fre e  food,  fre e  s uns h ine  

a re we con s u m in g? It ’s  all God’s ! 
 

TITHING WAS ESTABLISHED BEFORE THE LAW, 

DURING THE PATRIARCHAL AGE 
 

Som e peop le avo id  givin g a  t ith e to God  by cla im in g th a t  

t ith in g belon ged  on ly to th e la w of Mos es  a n d  n o lon ger  

h a s  a n y s ign ifica n ce for  Ch r is t ia n s .  

 

It  n eeds  to be n oted  th a t  6 0 0  ye ars  be fore  Mos e s  a n d  

2 ,000  yea rs  before Ch r is t , t ith in g wa s  recogn is ed  by 

God‟s  peop le a s  a  m ea n s  of expres s in g gra t itu de to th e 

Lord .  

 

Gen es is  14 :18 -20  is  t he  firs t  t im e  t ith in g is  m en t ion ed  

in  th e Bib le.  Th e s tory cen tres  a rou n d  Abra h a m 's  da r in g 

res cu e of h is  n eph ew Lot .  Abra h a m  wors h ips  God  by 

givin g t ith es  to a n  en igm a tic Pr ies t  - Kin g Melch izedek  - 

in  gra t itu de for  God‟s  p rotect ion  th rou gh ou t  th e 

ca m pa ign  (Hebrews  7 :1 -10).  How d id  Abra h a m  kn ow 

a bou t  t ith in g wh en  th e la w wa s  n ot  given  yet  a n d  

Gen es is  h a d  n ot  been  writ ten  by Mos es ?  It  is  rea s on a b le 

to dedu ce th a t  th e p ra ct ice wa s  a lrea dy es ta b lis h ed .  

 

Ea r lier  s t ill, in  Gen es is  4 :3 -4 , Ca in  a n d  Abel b rou gh t  

s om e of th eir  ea rn in gs  to God .  Wh o told  th em  to do 

th is ?  It  cou ld  on ly h a ve been  Ada m .  Wh o th en , told  

Ada m ?  It  cou ld  on ly h a ve been  God .  

 

In  Gen es is  28 :20 -22 , wh en  J a cob  is  fleein g from  Es a u  

a fter  deceit fu lly ta k in g h is  b ir th r igh t  a n d  b les s in g,  h e 

m a kes  a  pa ct  with  God  a n d  com m its  h im s elf to p ra ct is e 

t ith in g. J a cob  wou ld  h a ve lea rn t  th is  from  h is  fa th er , 

Is a a c; a n d  Is a a c from  h is  fa th er , Abra h a m .  

 

We ca n  s ee from  th e a bove exa m ples  th a t  t ith in g wa s  n ot  

in t rodu ced  by th e LAW.  Ra th er , th e p ra ct ice of givin g a  

por t ion  of on e's  ea rn in gs  or  p roper ty to God  wa s  

p reva len t  cen tu r ies  before th e La w wa s  given .  It  wa s  

t aught  by  God  in  th e begin n in g.  

 

It  is  clea r ly eviden t  th a t  no  law  excep t  th e law o f love  

a n d  grat it ude  c ons t raine d t he s e  m e n  to t ith e. 

 

Ca n  we, a s  Ch r is t ia n s , p la ce a  le s s e r value  on  ou r  

devot ion  to God  th a n  (for  exa m ple) J ac ob d id , es pecia lly 

s in ce J a cob  wa s  n ot  kn own  for  his  ge ne ros it y ! 

 

TITHING WAS FORMALISED WITH THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LAW 

 

Levit icu s  27 :30 -33   Deu teron om y 14 :22 -29  

 

Every Is ra elite wa s  re quire d   to give on e ten th  of t he ir 

produc e  a n d  m at e rial goods . Th is  t ith e wa s  to be given  

re gardle s s  of inc onve n ie nc e  or  diffic ult y  or  pe rs onal 

c irc um s t anc e s .  

 

Wh y d id  th e law  u n der lin e th e t ith in g p r in cip le th a t  wa s  

in  exis ten ce from  th e begin n in g?  
 

God h a d  to in s t it ut ionalis e  t ith in g (wh ich  inc orporat e d 

s anc t ions  if it  wa s  n ot  obs erved) beca u s e with  th e 

pa s s a ge of t im e th e peop le of Is ra el h a d  c e as e d t it h ing 

and giving.  
 

Ga la t ia n s  3 :19  s a ys  th a t  th e la w wa s  a dded  beca u s e of 

t rans gre s s ion  u n t il J es u s  ca m e on  th e s cen e.  
 



Rom a n s  3 :19 -20  tea ch es  u s  th a t  th e la w revea led  th e 

rea l p rob lem  in  h u m a n ity; (ie.) th a t  peop le a re s in n ers  

a n d  n eed  libera t ion  from  th e pen a lty a n d  power  of s in .  
 

Th e m ot ivat ion  for  pa yin g th e t ith e a n d  givin g offer in gs , 

s h ou ld  be m odelled  a fter  th e Pa tr ia rch s . Hone s t y  a s  

s tewa rds  a n d  grat it ude  for  God‟s  love a n d  p rotect ion , 

com pelled  th em  in  th eir  obed ien ce a n d  s a cr ifice.   

 

Wh en  th e La w ca m e in to force (Exodu s  20) th e Is ra elites  

th en  h a d  a  docu m en ted  record  of God‟s  s ta n da rds . God  

kn ew th a t  dis hone s t y  a n d  ingrat it ude  wou ld  creep  in  

over  t im e, beca u s e of th eir  s in fu l h ea r ts .  

 

In  th e lon g term , th e fea r  of ret r ibu t ion  (th ou gh  clea r ly 

s pelt  ou t  in  God‟s  Word) d id  n ot  keep  th em  from  doin g 

wron g.  Th e la w d id  n ot  h a ve th e power  to ch a n ge th eir  

h ea r ts .  

 

THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF WITHHOLDING 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 

Un for tu n a tely Is ra el d id  n ot  a lwa ys  a bou n d  in  libera lity. 

Th ere were t im es  wh en  greed  a n d  s elfis h n es s  took  h old  

of th e n a t ion . By with h old in g th eir  t ith es  a n d  offer in gs  

from  God , th e Is ra elites  brought  upon  t he m s e lve s  

gre at  s orrow , for  th ey b roke on e of th e key p r in cip les  of 

life.  

 

•  Proverb s  11 :24  -  „One m an  gives  freely , y et ga ins  even  
m ore;  another w ithhold s  und u ly , bu t com es  to 
poverty .‟ 

 

•  Ma la ch i 3 :6 -9  - „“I the Lord  d o not change.  S o y ou , O 
d es cend an ts  of Jacob, are not d es troy ed . Ever s ince 
the tim e of y our forefa thers  y ou  have turned  aw ay  from  

m y  d ecrees  and  have not k ept them .  Return  to m e and  
I w ill return  to y ou ," s ay s  the Lord  Alm igh ty .  Bu t y ou  
as k , „How  are w e to return?‟  "W ill a  m an  rob God ?  Yet 
y ou  rob m e."  Bu t y ou  as k ,  „How  d o w e rob y ou?‟  "In  
tithes  and  offerings .  You  are und er a  curs e - the w hole 
na tion  of y ou  - becaus e y ou  are robbing m e.”‟ 

 

GOD’S POSITIVE RESPONSE TO OUR FAITHFUL 

TITHING AND GIVING 
 

As  we look  to God  in  lovin g t ru s t  a n d  h u m ble obed ien ce 

(pa r t icu la r ly in  th is  m a t ter  of t ith in g a n d  givin g), He will 

p rove to be ou r  u n fa ilin g s ou rce of a ll th in gs .   

 

•  2  Cor in th ia n s  1 :20  s a ys , „For no m atter how  m any  
prom is es  God  has  m ad e, they  are “Yes ” in  Chris t.  And  
s o through  h im  the “Am en” is  s pok en  by  us  to the glory  
of God .‟ 

 

 

 

We ca n n ot  m ea s u re God‟s  res ou rces .  We ca n n ot  lim it  

His  s u pp ly.  If we t ru ly believe th es e fa cts  a n d  recogn is e 

God‟s  willin gn es s  to p rovide for  ou r  n eeds ,  th is  will 

in flu en ce th e wa y we con du ct  ou r  a ffa irs .  In  a  very rea l 

s en s e, ou r  com m itm en t  to t ith in g a n d  givin g e vide nc e s  

our t rus t  in  God .   

 

•  Proverbs  3 :1 -2  - „My  s on , d o not forget m y  teach ing, 
bu t k eep m y  com m and s  in  y our heart, for they  w ill 
prolong y our life  m any  y ears  and  bring y ou  pros perity .‟ 

 

•  Proverbs  3 :9 -10  - „Honour the Lord  w ith  y our w ea lth , 
w ith  the firs t fru its  of a ll y our crops ;  then  y our barns  
w ill be filled  to overflow ing, and  y our va ts  w ill brim  
over w ith  new  w ine.‟ 



 

•  Ma la ch i 3 :10 -12  - „“Bring the w hole tithe in to the 
s torehous e, tha t there m ay  be food  in  m y  hous e.  Tes t 
m e in  th is ”, s ay s  the Lord  Alm igh ty , “and  s ee if I w ill 
not th row  open  the flood ga tes  of heaven  and  pour ou t 
s o m uch  bles s ing tha t y ou  w ill not have room  enough  
for it.  I w ill preven t pes ts  from  d evouring y our crops , 
and  the vines  in  y our field s  w ill not cas t their fru it”, 
s ay s  the Lord  Alm igh ty .  “Then  a ll the na tions  w ill ca ll 
y ou  bles s ed , for y ours  w ill be a  d eligh tfu l land ”, s ay s  
the Lord  Alm igh ty .‟ 

 

•  2  Ch ron icles  31 :10  - „S ince the people began  to bring 
their con tribu tions  to the tem ple of the Lord , w e have 
had  enough  to ea t and  plen ty  to s p are, becaus e the 
Lord  has  bles s ed  h is  people, and  th is  grea t am oun t is  
le ft over.‟ 

 

Wh en  we co-opera te with  God‟s  u n fa ilin g la ws , it  will 

s oon  be obviou s  to a ll th a t  we a re th e ch ild ren  of a  

won derfu lly good  a n d  libera l Fa th er   (J a m es  1 :5 ).  

 

 

 

TITHING IS HOLY AND SUPPORTS GOD’S SERVANTS  

 

Givin g to God  wa s  con s idered  h oly (Levit icu s  27 :30). 

Th is  is  wh y m os t  ch u rch es  in corpora te th e givin g of 

t ith es  a n d  offer in gs  in  th eir  Su n da y s ervices .  It  is  a 

vit al as pe c t  o f our we e kly  wors h ip .  Th e givin g of 

m on ey a n d  goods  is  a s  s p ir itu a l a s  p ra yin g, s in gin g, 

rea d in g   ou r    Bib les ,  etc.  Colos s ia n s   3 :17 ; 1  

Cor in th ia n s  10 :31 ;  Hebrews  13 :15 -16 . 
 

Th e Levites  (th e s erva n ts  of th e Old  Tes ta m en t  tem ple) 

were s u ppor ted  by t ith es . Nu m bers  18 :21 ; Deu teron om y 

14 :27 ; Neh em ia h 1 0 :37 , 12 :44 . 
 

J es u s  told  th e s even ty d is cip les  not  t o  be  re luc t ant  in  

a ccep t in g h os p ita lity, food , lodgin g, etc. from  th os e to 

wh om  th ey m in is tered .  
 

•  Lu ke 10 :7  - “S tay  in  tha t hous e, ea ting and  d rink ing 
w ha tever they  give y ou , for the w ork er d es erves  h is  
w ages .  Do not m ove around  from  hous e to hous e.” 

 

Th e followin g pa s s a ges  decla re th a t  th os e wh o p rea ch  

a n d  tea ch  th e Gos pel, h a ve a ls o th e r igh t  to live from  it .  
 

•  Ga la t ia n s  6 :6  - „Any one w ho receives  in s truction  in  the 
w ord  m us t s hare a ll good  th ings  w ith  h is  in s tructor.‟ 

 

•  1  Tim oth y 5 :17 -18  - „The eld ers  w ho d irect the a ffa irs  
of the church  w ell a re w orthy  of d ouble honour, 
es pecia lly  thos e w hos e w ork  is  preach ing and  
teach ing.  For the S cripture s ay s , “Do not m uz z le  the ox 
w h ile it is  tread ing ou t th e gra in ,” and  “The w ork er 
d es erves  h is  w ages .”‟ 

 

•  1  Cor in th ia n s  9 :7 -14  - „W ho s erves  as  a  s old ier a t h is  
ow n  expens e?  W ho plan ts  a  viney ard  and  d oes  not 
ea t of its  grapes ?  W ho tend s  a  flock  and  d oes  not 
d rink  of the m ilk ?  Do I s ay  th is  m erely  from  a  hu m an  
poin t of view ?  Does n‟t the Law  s ay  the s am e th ing?  
For it is  w ritten  in  the Law  of Mos es :  “Do not m uz z le  
an  ox w h ile it is  tread ing ou t the gra in .”  Is  it abou t 
oxen  tha t God  is  concerned ?  S urely  he s ay s  th is  for 
us , becaus e w hen  the plow m an  plow s  and  the 
th res her th res hes , they  ough t to d o s o in  the hope of 
s haring in  the harves t.  If w e have s ow n  s piritua l s eed  
am ong y ou , is  it too m uch  if w e reap a  m ateria l 



harves t from  y ou?  If others  have th is  righ t of s upport 
from  y ou , s hou ld n‟t w e have it a ll the m ore?   

 Bu t w e d id  not us e th is  righ t.  On  the con trary , w e pu t 
up w ith  any th ing ra ther than  h ind er the gos pel of 
Chris t.  Don‟t y ou  k now  tha t thos e w ho w ork  in  the 
tem ple get their food  from  the tem ple, and  thos e w ho 
s erve a t the a ltar s hare in  w ha t is  offered  on  the 
a ltar?  In  the s am e w ay , the Lord  has  com m and ed  
tha t thos e w ho preach  the gos pel s hou ld  receive their 
living from  the gos pel.‟ 

  

Every loca l ch u rch  s h ou ld  m a ke it  a  top  p r ior ity to 

a lwa ys  en s u re th a t  th ere is  a  c ont inual inve s t m e nt  in  

m in is t ry  pot e nt ial , ie. to s u ppor t  fin a n cia lly n ot  ju s t  

on e pers on  bu t  m a n y peop le wh o h a ve th e ca ll of God , 

a n d  wh o a re equ ipped  by J es u s  Ch r is t  to do a  pa r t icu la r  

work  in  His  s ervice.  

 

TITHING SHOULD BE DONE LIBERALLY AND 

CHEERFULLY 

 

•  2  Ch ron icles  31 :5 -6  - „As  s oon  as  the ord er w en t ou t, 
the Is raelites  generous ly  gave the firs t fru its  of their 
gra in , new  w ine, oil and  honey  and  a ll tha t the fie ld s  
prod uced . They  brough t a  grea t am oun t, a  tithe of 
every th ing.  The m en  of Is rael and  Jud ah  w ho lived  in  
the tow ns  of Jud ah  a ls o brough t a  tithe of their herd s  
and  flock s  and  a  tithe of the holy  th ings  d ed ica ted  to 
the Lord  their God , and  they  piled  them  in  heaps .‟ 

 

 

 

•  2  Cor in th ia n s  8 :1 -4  - „And  now , brothers , w e w an t 
y ou  to k now  abou t the grace tha t God  has  given  the 
Maced on ian  churches .  Ou t of the m os t s evere tria l, 
their overflow ing joy  and  their extrem e poverty  w elled  
up in  rich  generos ity .  For I tes tify  tha t they  gave as  

m uch  as  they  w ere able, and  even  bey ond  their ability .  
En tirely  on  their ow n , they  urge n tly  plead ed  w ith  us  
for the privilege of s haring in  th is  s ervice to the s a in ts .‟ 

 

•  2  Cor in th ia n s  9 :7  - „Each  m an  s hou ld  give w ha t he 
has  d ecid ed  in  h is  heart to give, not reluctan tly  or 
und er com puls ion , for God  loves  a  cheerfu l giver.‟ 

 

WHAT ABOUT FREE-WILL OFFERINGS ABOVE THE 

TITHE?  

 

•  Deu teron om y 16 :10  - „Then  celebra te the Feas t of 
W eek s  to the Lord  y our God  by  giving a  freew ill 
offering in  proportion  to the bles s ings  the Lord  y our 
God  has  given  y ou .‟ 

 

•  Deu teron om y 16 :17  - „Each  of y ou  m us t bring a  gift in  
proportion  to the w ay  the Lord  y our God  has  bles s ed  
y ou .‟ 

 

In  a dd it ion  to th e t ith e, wh ich  wa s  com pu ls ory u n der  th e 

la w, th e Is ra elites  gla d ly b rou gh t  in  m a n y oth er  free -will 

offer in gs . 

 

It  wou ld  be t ra gic to s ee Ch r is t ia n  peop le fa ll beh in d  

th es e Is ra elites  in  th e ch eerfu ln es s  a n d  libera lity of th eir  

givin g, pa r t icu la r ly a s  God‟s  peop le a re n ow u n der  a 

c ove nant  o f grac e  a n d  n ot  la w.  (Rom a n s  6 :14b).  

 

Th e Ph ilipp ia n  Ch r is t ia n s  a re a  grea t  New Tes ta m en t  

exa m ple of e xt ra-ordinary  giving .  Th e Apos t le Pa u l 

com m en ds  th em  in  on e of th e m os t  poign a n t  pa s s a ges  of 

th e Bib le. 

 

•  Ph ilipp ia n s  4 :10 -19  - „I rejoice grea tly  in  the Lord  tha t 
a t la s t y ou  have renew ed  y our concern  for m e.  Ind eed , 



y ou  have been  concerned , bu t y ou  had  no opportun ity  
to s how  it.  I am  n ot s ay ing th is  becaus e I am  in  need , 
for I have learned  to be con ten t w ha tever the 
circum s tances .  I k now  w ha t it is  to be in  need , and  I 
k now  w ha t it is  to have plen ty .  I have learned  the 
s ecret of being con ten t in  any  and  every  s itua tion , 
w hether w ell fed  or hungry , w hether living in  plen ty  or 
in  w an t.  I can  d o every th ing through  h im  w ho gives  
m e s trength . 

 Yet it w as  good  of y ou  to s hare in  m y  troubles .  
Moreover, a s  y ou  Ph ilippians  k now , in  the early  d ay s  of 
y our acqua in tance w ith  the gos pel, w hen  I s et ou t from  
Maced on ia , not one church  s hared  w ith  m e in  the 
m a tter of giving and  receiving, except y ou  on ly ; for even  
w hen  I w as  in  Thes s a lon ica , y ou  s en t m e a id  aga in  
and  aga in  w hen  I w as  in  need .  Not tha t I am  look ing 
for a  gift, bu t I am  look ing for w h a t m ay  be cred ited  to 
y our accoun t.  I have received  fu ll pay m en t and  even  
m ore; I am  am ply  s upplied , now  tha t I have received  
from  Epaphrod itus  the gifts  y ou  s en t.  They  are a  
fragran t offering, an  acceptable s acrifice, pleas ing to 
God .  And  m y  God  w ill m eet a ll y our need s  accord ing to 
h is  glorious  riches  in  Chris t Jes us .‟ 

 

 

J ESUS ENDORSED THE OLD TESTAMENT CONCEPT 

OF TITHING 
 

 

•  Ma tth ew 23 :23  - „W oe to y ou , teachers  of the law  and  
Pharis ees , y ou  hy pocrites !  You  give a  ten th  of y our 
s pices  - m in t, d ill an d  cum m in .  Bu t y ou  have neglected  
the m ore im portan t m a tters  of the law  - ju s tice, m ercy  
and  fa ith fu lnes s .  You  s hou ld  have practis ed  the la tter, 
w ithou t neglecting the form er.‟ 

 

 

Th ou gh  lovin g ju s t ice, bein g m ercifu l a n d  fa ith fu l a re th e 

m os t  im por ta n t  is s u es , J es u s  s a ys  we  s houldn’t  

ne gle c t  t it h ing .  J es u s  ta u gh t  th is  beca u s e He d id  n ot  

com e to do a wa y with  th e la w bu t  ca m e to fu lfil it   

(Ma tth ew 5 :17 -20 ;  Rom a n s  8 :3 -4 ).   

 

J es u s  a pproved  th e givin g of a  ten th  a s  a  rea s on a b le a n d  

r igh t  ba s is  for  givin g to God . Ch r is t ia n s  wh o n ow a re 

libera ted  from  th e s in fu l n a tu re, a n d  h a ve th e Holy Sp ir it  

in dwellin g th em , s h ou ld  be far m ore  ge ne rous  and 

libe ral th a n  th os e wh o were u n der  th e la w.  
 

Th e t ith e wh ich  J es u s  en dors ed , belon gs  to th e 

s toreh ou s e (Ma la ch i 3 :10).  Toda y, of cou rs e, t he  

s t ore hous e  is  t he  loc al c hurc h .  Pa u l s a ys  th a t  God‟s  

h ou s eh old  in  th e New Tes ta m en t  is  th e ch u rch .  He s ees  

it  a s  th e p illa r  a n d  fou n da t ion  of th e t ru th  (1  Tim oth y 

3 :15).  

 

J ESUS ENCOURAGES LIBERALITY IN OUR GIVING.   

  

•  Acts  20 :35  - „In  every th ing I d id , I s how ed  y ou  tha t by  
th is  k ind  of hard  w ork  w e m us t help the w eak , 
rem em bering the w ord s  the Lord  Jes us  h im s elf s a id : 
„“It is  m ore bles s ed  to give than  to receive.‟‟‟ 

 

•  Lu ke 6 :38  - „Give, and  it w ill be given  to y ou .  A good  
m eas ure, pres s ed  d ow n , s hak en  together and  runn ing 
over, w ill be poured  in to y our lap.  For w ith  the 
m eas ure y ou  us e, it w ill be m eas ured  to y ou .‟ 

 

Followin g is  a  qu ote by Pa s tor  Leo Ha rr is , (Fou n der  of 

th e Ch r is t ia n  Reviva l Cru s a de),  from  h is  “Libera l Livin g” 

book let  (Cru s a de Pu b lica t ion s ).  

 

„Tith in g h on ou rs  God ... Now t ith in g is  pa yin g to th e Lord  

on e ten th  of ou r  in com e a n d  th is  is  fou n d  r igh t  th rou gh  

th e Old  Tes ta m en t  (Ma la ch i 3 :8 ), r igh t  ba ck  to th e da ys  

of Abra h a m  (Hebrews  7 :4 -5 ), a n d  even  th rou gh  to th e 



da ys  of J es u s  th ere wa s  t ith in g (Ma tth ew 23 :23) - peop le 

pa yin g on e ten th  of th eir  in com e to th e Lord .  An d  

pa yin g th a t  ten  per  cen t  is  s a yin g to th e Lord :  “Here is  a  

token  of th e wh ole.  I believe n ow th a t  th is  t ith e is  you rs .  

I give you  th e ten th  - it ’s  yours  -  you’ve  c laim e d it .  

Bu t  a s  I give you  th e ten th , I‟m  a ckn owledgin g you have  

give n  m e  t he  o t he r n ine  t e n t hs .” 

 

Bu t  gra ce does n ‟t  n u llify t ith in g.  Tith in g, I believe, is  a n  

e xc e lle n t  bas is  for  u s  to opera te on ; a n d  if s om e peop le 

d idn ‟t  h a ve s om e b a s is  like th a t , th ey wou ldn ‟t  give 

a n yth in g. I a m  s u re th e Lord  h a s  wis dom  in  orda in in g 

th e t ith e a s  a  ba s ic retu rn  to Him .  

 

Bu t  gra ce h on ou rs  God  (a n d  lis ten  for  it ) n ot  with  10  per  

cen t  bu t  with  100  per  cen t .  How a bou t  th a t!  Gra ce 

s a ys : “Th a n k  you  Lord , 100  per  cen t  is  you rs , a n d  n ow I 

a m  but  a s t e ward o f what  you have  c om m it t e d t o  m y   

c are .”  Th ere is  th e d ifferen ce!  An d  s o th e t ith e becom es  

ju s t  th e ba s is  of ou r  retu rn  to th e Lord , bu t  th e wh ole 

100  per  cen t  is  His ; a n d  we n ow h a ve to a dm in is ter  th a t  

wh ich  He h a s  m in is tered  to u s , a s  He gives  u s  gu ida n ce 

a n d  a s  we kn ow wh a t  His  will is .‟ 

 

J ESUS COMMENDS PERSONAL SACRIFICE IN OUR 

GIVING 

 

J es u s  m a de it  a bu n da n t ly clea r  th a t  it  is  not  t he  

am ount  one  give s , bu t  th e pers on a l s a cr ifice in volved  

th a t  cou n ts . 

 

Rea d  Lu ke 21 :1 -4  - Th e Lord  com m en ded  th e widow‟s  

givin g, even  th ou gh  He kn ew th e tem ple wou ld  fa ll down  

in  40  yea rs  t im e.  He is  h igh ligh t in g th e t ru th  th a t  t he  

ne e d t o  give  in  a hum an  be ing is  far gre at e r t han  t he  

ne e d for s om e one  t o  re c e ive  t he  gift .  As  we becom e 

ves s els  th a t  a re willin g to give, es pecia lly a t  a  s a cr ificia l 

level, we d is cover  th e a pprova l a n d  th e b les s in g of God  

u pon  ou r  lives . 

 

Do we on ly con tr ibu te ou t  of ou r  a bu n da n ce? Sh ou ld  we 

n ot  a ls o give even  if we a re u n em ployed , or  on  th e 

pen s ion , or  h a ve a  cou p le of m or tga ges ?  Th e 

Ma cedon ia n  Ch r is t ia n s  wh o ga ve even  in  th eir  s ta te of 

pover ty s h ou ld  be ou r  exa m ple (2  Cor in th ia n s  8 :1 -5 ). 

 

J ESUS EXPECTS US TO GIVE MORE THAN J UST OUR 

MONEY 

  

Wh a t  ca n  we give oth er  th a n  m on ey to h elp  God‟s  work  

a n d  to b les s  peop le?  We ca n  give ou r  t im e , love , food , 

c lo t he s , ac c om m odat ion , frie nds h ip  a n d  hos pit alit y .  

We ca n  ca re for  th e s ic k , vis it  pris one rs , etc. 

 

•  1  J oh n  3 :16 -18  - „Th is  is  how  w e k now  w ha t love is :  
Jes us  Chris t la id  d ow n  h is  life  for us .  An d  w e ough t to 
lay  d ow n  our lives  for our brothers .  If any one has  
m a teria l pos s es s ions  and  s ees  h is  brother in  need  bu t 
has  no pity  on  h im , how  can  the love of God  be in  h im ?  
Dear ch ild ren , le t u s  not love w ith  w ord s  or tongue bu t 
w ith  actions  and  in  tru th .‟ 

  

J es u s ‟ pa ra b les  a bou t  th e „Sh eep  a n d  th e Goa ts ‟ a n d  

„Th e Good  Sa m a rita n ‟ will de e ply  c halle nge  you  

con cern in g a ll of you r  res ou rces .  Th ey com pel u s  to ta ke 

pos it ive a ct ion  to a lwa ys  be givin g to a llevia te h u m a n  

s u ffer in g a n d  pa in .  
  

Ma tth ew 25 :31 -40 ;  Lu ke 10 :25 -37 . 

 

 

 



J ESUS SEES OUR GIVING AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP 
 

We s h ou ld  s ee givin g a s  a n  a ct  of wors h ip  between  

ou rs elves  a n d  th e Lord .  God  looks  a t  t he  m ot ive  of th e 

giver . 
 

•  Ma tth ew 6 :2 -4  - „Be carefu l not to d o y our “acts  of 
righ teous nes s ” before m en , to be s een  by  them .  If y ou  
d o, y ou  w ill have no rew ard  from  y our Fa ther in  
heaven .  

 S o w hen  y ou  give to the need y , d o not announce it w ith  
trum pets , a s  the hy pocrites  d o in  the s y nagogues  and  
on  the s treets , to be honoured  by  m en .  I tell y ou  the 
tru th , they  have received  their rew ard  in  fu ll.  Bu t 
w hen  y ou  give to the need y , d o not let y our left hand  
k now  w ha t y our righ t hand  is  d oing, s o tha t y our 
giving m ay  be in  s ecret.  Then  y our Fa ther, w ho s ees  
w ha t is  d one in  s ecret, w ill rew ard  y ou .‟ 

 

In  Lu ke 1 8 :9 -14  J es u s  con dem n s  th e s elf-r igh teou s  

Ph a r is ee wh o fa s ted  a n d  t ith ed  m erely to be s een  by 

peop le.  His  givin g d id  n ot  p roceed  from  a  hum ble  he art  

th a t  wa s  filled  with  gra t itu de for  God‟s  m ercy.  

 

Th e wom a n  wh o b roke th e a la ba s ter  ja r  of expen s ive 

perfu m e (cos t in g 1  yea r‟s  wa ges ) is  h igh ly  c om m e nde d 

by  J e s us  for  doin g a  very bea u t ifu l th in g (Ma rk  14 :3 -9 ).  

J es u s ‟ d is cip les  fou n d  it  d ifficu lt  to com e to gr ips  with  

th e en orm ity of th is  a ct  of wors h ip .   

 

Som e peop le a re m oved  by God  to give in  a n  unus ually  

s ac rific ial m anne r.  As  fa r  a s  God  is  con cern ed , He s ees  

s u ch  a n  a ct  a s  pure  wors h ip .  

 

 

 

GIVING INVOLVES A LAW - THE LAW OF SOWING 

AND REAPING 
 

Th e a pos t le Pa u l devotes  two a n d  a  h a lf ch a p ters  (2  

Cor in th ia n s  8  & 9 , Ph ilipp ia n s  4 :10 -19) to givin g a n d  its  

pos it ive con s equ en ces .  Th is  is  m ore  t han  what  he  

writ e s  on  wat e r bapt is m  and t he  Gift s  o f t he  Holy  

Spirit . Th erefore, we n eed  to h eed  th e m es s a ge a n d  a lign  

ou rs elves  with  God‟s  wa y of th in k in g a n d  livin g.  

 

In  th e Old  Tes ta m en t , Solom on  s a ys  ...  

 

•  Proverbs  11 : 24 -25  - „One m an  gives  freely , y et ga ins  
even  m ore; another w ithhold s  und u ly , bu t com es  to 
poverty .  A generous  m an  w ill pros per; he w ho 
refres hes  others  w ill h im s elf be refres hed .‟  

 

Pa u l in  th e New Tes ta m en t  expres s es  it  s im ila r ly ...  
 

•  2  Cor in th ia n s  9 :6 -11  - „Rem em ber th is :  W hoever s ow s  
s paringly  w ill a ls o reap s paringly , and  w hoever s ow s  
generous ly  w ill a ls o reap generous ly .  Each  m an  
s hou ld  give w ha t he has  d ecid ed  in  h is  heart to give, 
not reluctan tly  or und er com puls ion , for God  loves  a  
cheerfu l giver.  And  God  is  able to m ak e a ll grace 
abound  to y ou , s o tha t in  a ll th ings  a t a ll tim es , having 
a ll tha t y ou  need , y ou  w ill abound  in  every  good  w ork .  
As  it is  w ritten : 

 “He has  s ca ttered  abroad  h is  gifts  to the poor; h is  
righ teous nes s  end ures  forever.”   

 Now  he w ho s upplies  s eed  to the s ow er and  bread  for 
food  w ill a ls o s upply  and  increas e y our s tore of s eed  
and  w ill en large the harves t of y our righ teous nes s .   
You  w ill be m ad e rich  in  every  w ay  s o tha t y ou  can  be 
generous  on  every  occas ion , and  through  us  y our 
generos ity  w ill res u lt in  thank s giving to God .‟ 

 



GIVING AND RECEIVING IS GOD’S WAY 
 

Th e la w of s owin g a n d  rea p in g does  n ot  im ply th a t  we 

s h ou ld  on ly give in  order  th a t  we will receive.  We s h ou ld  

give p r im a r ily beca u s e in  s o doin g we  c an  ble s s  o t he rs .  

However , th ere is  n oth in g wron g with  expect in g m a ter ia l 

p rovis ion s  from  God , ie. m on ey, goods , etc.  for  

rem em ber  th a t  He is  J e hovah  J ire h , our provide r 

(Gen es is  22 :14 ;  Ph ilipp ia n s  4 :19).  
 

We receive forgiven es s , s a lva t ion , pea ce, h ea lin g, etc. in  

res pon s e to givin g Ch r is t  ou r  life.  Su rely th en , if we give 

Him  ou r  m on ey, it  is  not  wrong  to expect  God‟s  

b les s in gs  of a  m on eta ry, m a ter ia l n a tu re to rebou n d  on  

u s .  (Ma la ch i 3 :10 -12 ; Proverbs  19 :17 ; 22 :9 ; Lu ke 6 :38).  

Wh en  you  th in k  of it , ‘s e lf-in t e re s t ’ is  in h eren t  in  

a lm os t  every com m a n d  th a t  is  fou n d  in  God‟s  Word  

(J os h u a  1 :8 ).  God‟s  com m a n ds  a re a lwa ys  in  our 

in t e re s t  and for our we lfare .  Th erefore givin g to receive 

is  n ot  of its elf wron g.  Self-in teres t  is  in telligen t  a n d  

wis e.  Se lf-c e nt re dne s s  and s e lfis hne s s  are  wrong , a n d  

m igh t  I s a y,  foolis h  a n d  n ot  in  ou r  bes t  in teres t .  Wh en  

we ta lk  a bou t  givin g a n d  receivin g, we m u s t  be ca refu l to 

h a ve a  r igh t  pers pect ive a n d  a t t itu de con cern in g givin g.  

 

SEED SOWING IS GOD’S WAY 

 

Con s ider  th e followin g t h ou gh ts  rega rd in g s eed  s owin g 

in  th e n a tu ra l s ch em e of th in gs  a n d  s ee th eir  a pp lica t ion  

in  th e s p ir itu a l rea lm .  

 

... You  ca n  on ly rea p  if you  s ow. 
 

... You  u s u a lly rea p  m ore  th a n  you  s ow. 
 

... You  a lwa ys  h a ve  a wait ing pe riod  between  s owin g 

a n d  rea p in g. 

 

... You  m a y h a ve oc c as ional c rop failure s , bu t  th is  does  

n ot  m ea n  th a t  th e la ws  of a gr icu ltu re get  in va lida ted .  

 

... You  will a lwa ys  c om e  out  in  front  if you  recogn is e 

a n d  u t ilis e th e la ws  of a gr icu ltu re over  a  lon g per iod .  

 

THE LAW OF INCREASE IS GOD’S WAY 

 

If you  a re gen erou s  in  s eed  s owin g, th e in fallible  law  of 

in crea s e will s ta r t  work in g for  you .  

 

No on e expects  to rea p  ju s t  th e s eed  th a t  is  s own .  

 

•  J oh n  12 :24  - „I tell y ou  the tru th , un les s  a  k ernel of 
w hea t fa lls  to the ground  and  d ies , it rem ains  on ly  a  
s ingle s eed .  Bu t if it d ies , it prod uces  m any  s eed s .‟ 

Th is  is  h ow you  ca n  be m ore like  God . 

 

•  Lu ke 6 :35b  - „... y ou  w ill be s ons  of the Mos t High , 
becaus e he is  k ind  to the ungra tefu l and  w ick ed .‟ 

 

S ta r t  bein g gen erou s  with  you r  m one y , you r  t im e , you r  

love , you r  frie nds h ip , you r  c are  o f o t he rs , you r  

e nc ourage m e nt , you r  c om m e ndat ion , you r  fait h , you r  

pat ie nc e , etc. 

 

Rem em ber  th a t  God  is  by n a tu re a  givin g pers on .  If you  

a re a  ch ild  of God , you  s h ou ld  e m brac e  your He ave n ly  

Fat he r’s  at t it ude . (Lu ke 6 :2 7 -38).  Rem em ber  th a t  

givin g is  th e es s en ce of love a n d  God  is  love. (1  J oh n  4 :8 ; 

J oh n  3 :16 ; Rom a n s  5 :8 ) 

 

Ha vin g a  con s ta n t  givin g a t t itu de s h ou ld  be th e 

ove rriding c harac t e ris t ic  of a  Ch r is t ia n .  Th erefore 

t rea t  m on ey a n d  m a ter ia l th in gs  a s  s eed  to be s own .  



 

Th rou gh ou t  ea ch  da y you  a re  con t in u a lly d ropp in g s eed  

in to th e lives  of oth er  peop le.  Your at t it ude s  a re a  form  

of s eed  s owin g, a n d  even  your re ac t ions  to s itu a t ion s  

will s ow s eeds  fa r  a n d  wide.  

 

Th e k in d  of s eed  you  s ow determ in es  what  e ffe c t  you  

a re h a vin g on  th e peop le you  com e in  con ta ct  with .  

 

A bou n t ifu l s owin g is  a lwa ys  e xc e e de d  by th e bou n t ifu l 

h a rves t  th a t  follows  (2  Cor in th ia n s  9 :8 ; Ph ilipp ia n s  4 :19 ; 

Lu ke 6 :38), a n d  a  bou n t ifu l h a rves t  m ea n s  th a t  m ore  

s e e d  ca n  th en  be s own . 

 

Th e Lord  is  n ot  goin g to let  His  gra ce a n d  b les s in g 

a bou n d  to you  for  you r  own  s elfis h n es s  or  m erely for  

you r  own  good , bu t  s o th a t   you  ca n  be ge ne rous  on  

e ve ry  oc c as ion   (2   Cor in th ia n s  9 :11).  

 

 

IN SUMMARY 
 

From  ou r  tota l in com e ea rn ed  from  hone s t  work  (2  

Th es s a lon ia n s  3 :10) a n d  before a n yth in g is  pa id , we a re 

to give to th e Lord  ou r  t ith es  (on e ten th ).  From  th e 

rem a in der  we a re to:   

 

•  Ta ke ca re of th e n eeds  of ou r  fa m ilies   

 - 1  Tim oth y 5 :8 . 

 

•  Con tr ibu te to m is s ion a ry a n d  s pecia l offer in gs  

(m on eta ry gifts , p rodu ce a n d  goods ). - Deu teron om y 

16 :16 -17 .  

 

Add it ion a lly, we a re to u s e ou r  t im e, ta len ts  a n d  

res ou rces  to: 

 

•  Be h os p ita b le (food , a ccom m oda t ion ) - Rom a n s  12 :13  

 

•  Provide cloth es  a n d  oth er  m a ter ia l th in gs  to th os e in  

n eed  - Lu ke 6 :30  

 

•  Min is ter  to th e s ick  a n d  t h os e in  p r is on  - Ma tth ew 

25 :39  

 

•  Act  with  love a n d  k in dn es s  to h elp  th os e les s  

for tu n a te th a n  ou rs elves   - 1  J oh n  3 :17 -18 .  

 

CONCLUDING  CHALLENGE 
 

For  Ch r is t ia n s  wh o a re a lrea dy t ith in g:- 

 

Rem em ber  th a t  t ith in g n eeds  to be in t im at e ly  

c onne c t e d  with  a  pu re a n d  obed ien t  fa ith  a n d  

perform ed  with  a  s inc e re  at t it ude  o f wors h ip .  Wh en  

th os e con d it ion s  a re m et , God  will relea s e His  b les s in g 

a n d  p ros per ity u pon  you r  life a n d  circu m s ta n ces .  

 

•  Ph ilipp ia n s  4 :19  - „An d  m y God  will m eet  a ll you r  

n eeds  a ccord in g to h is  glor iou s  r ich es  in  Ch r is t  

J es u s .‟ 

 

For  Ch r is t ia n s  wh o a re n ot  t ith in g:-   

 

S ta r t  t ith in g im m e diat e ly , for  t ith in g is  a  m a jor  

tea ch in g of th e Bib le a n d  is  c le arly  God’s  will for all 

be lie ve rs  in  J es u s  Ch r is t .   

 

•   2  Tim oth y 3 :16 -17  - „All S cripture is  God -brea thed  and  
is  u s efu l for teach ing, rebuk ing, correcting and  tra in ing 
in  righ teous nes s , s o tha t the m an  of God  m ay  be 
thorough ly  equ ipped  for every  good  w ork .‟ 



 

Fin a lly, we a ll n eed  to s ee ou rs elves  a s  s t e wards  o f t he  

re s t  (th e 90%) th a t  God  perm its  u s  t o u s e.   

 

As  d is cip les  of Ch r is t , s e e k t he  Lord  a bou t  you r  wider  

givin g, over  a n d  a bove th e t ith e th a t  belon gs  to  you r  

loca l ch u rch .  Inc orporat e  t he  Lord  in  th e 

a dm in is t ra t ion  of th e 90% en tru s ted  to you , a n d  be a  

wis e s tewa rd  (Lu ke 16 :1 -13).  

 

 

 


